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Uzelul technology for your idea fila

Remote control camcorder

ave you ever noticed that the

owner of 2 video camera is rarely

seen onscreen” He's always be-
hind the camecorder, peering through
the viewfinder,

With “Robocam,” the operator can
now help blow owt the candles and open
the presents. That's because he controls
all camera functions, including motion,
from as for ns 200 [t away with o hand-
held remote control,

A standard camcorder mownis on o
motonzed trpod which, i tum,
mounts on o siecrable, motoreed, lour-
wheel dollv, A baltery supplics power

The remate control includes switches

All functions of video camera and dolly can
be controfied remobely. Wireloss control is

under developmant
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for dolly motion foreard, reverse, beft,
and right. Camern motion up (Lo seven
i) and down, pan lefi and nghi (280
deg). and il {30 deg), are also switch-
controlled.

Cither switches control camerna on-odl,
record, poom, and video hight on-of]
wnd 1o the center of the contod, a8 twi-

inch color monitor lets vou s8¢ the re-
sult of all vour button pushing
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filed on the “HEobocam. ™
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Father sees necessuty of mventlon

S gy

By Lisa Van Proyen 4 % . -.h

Staff Writar

An inventive idea all bogan when
hia son psked: "Daddy, where are you
in these movies?™

It was then that Anwar Farcog, a
Pomonn resident and slectronies engi-
neer at Teleomn Technologies in Po-
mona, invented the idea in his mind
about & remote control unit for the
video recorder. With this, the movie
person in the family would be in the

pletwrs Loo.
“Hoboeam™is the name Faroog has
viven in his _inventinn — the name

standing for robotie eameorder, enm.
. copder being o contract of camera and
rl‘-‘l':‘:lrdﬂr iteelf T’!!l' device hosok= onto
D
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“You don't have to =it in tl.-. back
of the camern. You can sit in the front
and have fun™ he uni-:l.. “l haven't
seon o single product that looks like
this and the reason is vory simple
e m e '|.hl;|_'|.' don't have o sereen,

The inventive, battery-operated do-
vice allows for the camera person fo
film up to 16 feet awny from the video
CAMETN.

The base of the system has its own
power supply and can move in any
direction with the § control by
just pressing & bution. da

The wideo camery can also be
turned on and off, recording staried
nn , and the camera zooined
im and out all I:-_'lr rémobe sontrol,

“Lator on it could be made as a
wireless control,” Farcog said. "It will
alss be mors Mexible .. then you can
grab it and put it in your car.” Faroog
has been working on the Robocam on
weikends during throe months when
he's not working ot Telcom, an elec
tronics firm that makes computarized
phone mnswering servieed for busi
TR,

*] like to play oround with things,
nuthmlz special. ... It's just part of the
fun,” ruu-r]!‘m'td. He belisves every
body b & capability to invent.
“Ii's just o basic human thing. | just
strive to do that If it can work,
why not give it a ehot?" he sald as ha
satl on the floor (estening last minote
pieces o his new invention.

“"Ha'n a preity cléver little guy,”
anvd - Boniard Brown, Farooqg's paten-
ter ""He's conferred, and searching (Lo
maks sure no other like inventiom
exists) is under way

The inventor already has a U5
patent on & turbo bike — & eyele with
a centrifugal pump attached (o o
sprocket  wheel that drows in and
comprisses air o8 the biker rides, thus
making the bike do mare of the pedal
work

Until it is patented, Faroog will &

Stafl Pholeby Erc Vilchis

Anwar Farooq stands with fnvantion; the remole control vide> camemn

o improvie tho Rolweam to rFun fmare
smoathly. He then intends to contact
retailers buch a8 Neiman Marcus and
obtheord CHEITYIRE uniques prn-d.uci:i
Farooq estimates that his inven-
ton, i put on the market in mnss
production, will cost $1,000° without
the vides camera. He believes that it
will begin as o novelty uct, later
branching inko many usoes.
The Robocam, according to Faroog,
can benefit reportery by allowing
hem to stand far encugh away from

dongeroon nreas, and AL crowidod
press conferences while filming with
ihe remiole control.

Thi remote eoantral iavention can
also serve as o monitor fir the kids' or
baby room, or act as & surveillance
tool for police and drug enforeemaent
agencies, according to Firoog,

“A& lot of people hawve camdras ofn
their shoulders or have o jump up to
see. With this, you ein raise the
camera (by' way of the remote pon
trol),” Faroog said. E
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son to film up to
15 feet away from
the video canera.

The base of the
system has its
OWIl pOWer sup-
ply and can move
in any direction
with the remote

control by just
pressing a  but-
ton.

The video cam-
era can also be
turned on  and
off, recording
started and stop-
ped, and the cam-
era zoomed in
and out all by
remote control.

“Later on it
could be made as
a wireless con-

, tral,” Faroog
said. “Tr will also
be more flexi-

ble... then wou
can grab it and
put it in your

car.” Farooq has
been working on
the robocam on
weekends during

Father sees necessity of
invention

n inventive idea
all began when
his son 'asked:
“Daddy, where

are you in these movies?”

It was then that Anwar Faroog, a
Pomona resident and electronics
engineer at Telcom Technologies
in Pomona, invented the idea in his
mind about a remote control unit
for the video recorder. With this,
the movie person in the family
would be in the picture too,

“Robocam™ is the name Faroog
has given to his invention — the
name standing for robotic camcor-
der, camcorder being a contract of
‘camera and recorder itself. The
device hooks onto an existing VCR
camera with wires extending 15
feet, stretching to the remote con-
trol with a colour screen.

*You don't have to sit in the back
of the camera. You can sit in the
front and have fun," he said. “I
haven't seen a single product that
looks like thiz and the reason is
very simple.. because they don't
have a screen,™

The inventive, battery-operated
device allows for the eamera per-

three months when he's not work-
ing at Telcom, an electronics firm
that makes computerised phone
answering services for businesses.

“1like ro play around with things,
nothing special... It's just part of
the fun,” Farooq said. He believes
evervbody has the capabality to
invent. “It's just a basic human
thing. I just strive to do that. ... If it
can work, why not give it a shot?"
he said as he sat on the floor fasten-
ing last minute pieces to his new
invention.

“He's a pretty clever little guy,”
said Boniard Brown, Farooq's
patenter. “He"s conferred, and
secarching (to make sure no other
like invention exists) is under
way."

The inventor already has a U.S.
patent on a turbo bike = a cycle
with a centrifugal pump attached
to a sprocket wheel that draws in
and compresses air as the biker
rides, thus making the bike do
more of the pedal work,

Unril it is patented, Farooq will
try to improve the Robocam to run
more smoothly. He then intends to
contact retailers such as Neiman
Marcus and others carrying unigque

products.

Farooq estimates that his inver
tion, if put on the market in mas
production, will cost § 1,000 witk
out the video camera. He believe
that it will begin as a novelty pro
duct, later branching into mamn
USES

The Robocam, according o
Farooq, can benefit reporters be
allowing them to stand far enougl
away from dangerous areas, and a
crowded press conferences whils
filming with the remote control.

The remote control invention car
also serve as a monitor for the kids
or baby room, or act as a surveil
lance tool for police and drug
enforcement agencies, according
to Faroog.

“A lot of people have cameras on
their shoulders or have to jump up
to see. With this, you can raise the
camera (by way of the remote con:
trol),” Farooq said.
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